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BOOKS BY SUBJECT (More subjects will be added as we
get them)

ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE
Homeopathic Care for Cats and Dogs: Small Doses for Small Animals 
Four Paws Five Directions: A Guide to Chinese Medicine for Cats and Dogs
The Complete Herbal Handbook for the Dog and Cat
Natural Pet Care: How to Improve Your Animal's Quality of Life

ANIMAL BEHAVIOR 
Animals in Translation: Using the Mysteries of Autism to Decode Animal
Behavior 
Dog Talk: Lessons Learned from a Life with Dogs
The Covenant of the Wild: Why Animals Chose Domestication
Wild Minds: What Do Animals Really Think?
Cats/Canine Can Communicate
The Language of Miracles: A Celebrated Psychic Teaches You to Talk to
Animals
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Misty the Freeway Foxhound: The Dog Who Became a Legend
What's the Matter with Henry? The True Tale of a Three-Legged Cat

CHILDREN AND ANIMALS: PARENTING
Parenting with Pets: The Magic of Raising Children with Animals

DOGS: BREEDS
Dog Eat Dog : A Very Human Book About Dogs and Dog Shows 
Just This Side of Heaven
The Complete Idiot's Guide to Designer Dogs

DOGS: CARE AND HEALTH
The Bump on Lucy’s Nose   
The Complete Idiot's Guide to Dog Health & Nutrition
The Natural Vet's Guide to Preventing and Treating Cancer in Dogs
Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy,
Healthy, Longer Life   NEW! 
Flower Essences for Animals

DOGS: GENERAL
Amazing Gracie: A Dog's Tale
Dog Blessings: Poems, Prose, and Prayers Celebrating Our Relationship
with Dogs   NEW! 
For Every Dog an Angel
Ginger’s Gift: Hope and Healing through Dog Companionship   NEW! 
Just This Side of Heaven
Visiting the Dog Park: Having Fun Staying Safe  

DOGS: REFERENCE
The Social Lives of Dogs: The Grace of Canine Company

DOGS: TRAINING AND BEHAVIOR
Rover, Get Off Her Leg!: Pet Etiquette for the Dog Who Pees on Your Rug,
Steals the Roast, and Poops in Improper Places
Dog Eat Dog : A Very Human Book About Dogs and Dog Shows 
Dog Tags of Courage: Combat Infantrymen and War Dog Heroes in Vietnam
Dog Talk: Lessons Learned from a Life with Dogs
The Social Lives of Dogs: The Grace of Canine Company
The Adventures of Bro and Tracy
Visiting the Dog Park: Having Fun Staying Safe  

DOGS: WORKING
Dog Tags of Courage: Combat Infantrymen and War Dog Heroes in Vietnam
The Lost Pet Chronicles: Adventures of a K-9 Cop Turned Pet Detective

ENVIRONMENTALISM
Predatory Bureaucracy: The Extermination of Wolves and the Transformation
of the West
Kinship with the Wolf: The Amazing Story of the Woman Who Lives with
Wolves

FICTION
Autobiography of a Georgia Cat   
Nobody’s Pets
Robin: The Lovable Morgan Horse
Targets of Affection
The Cat Master  

HORSES
Robin: The Lovable Morgan Horse

HUMOR
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powers of observation. Thanks to her, I'll be
watching my four dogs more closely from now on.

(And I plan to give them the treat-under-towel so-called intelligence test)...

I enjoyed the last part of her book, where she unleashed her views on issues
like leashing, neutering, breeding, and ESP in animals (and her introduction,
where she neatly pricked the bubble of science writer Stephen Budiansky
without mentioning his name). I share her belief that breeders are a strange
breed; I see them as breed (as in "object") lovers rather than true dog (as in
"creature") lovers. But, then, there really is no such thing as a purebred. All
dogs are mixed breeds, because as descendants of wolves and jackals, they
owe their distinct appearances to thousands of years of mongrelization. I also
think she's right when she says that Americans are overly obsessed by
safety issues and leashing. She talks about inter-species ESP, which is not
such a big mystical deal, but rather a pretty banal occurrence; my dogs and I
read each other's minds all the time. There is also a gratuitous but important
chapter on why you should think several times about adopting an exotic bird.
(And personally, I think that keeping a winged creature as a caged pet
whose raison d'etre is to fly is inhumane).

However, I would like to qualify her statement that dogs are our slaves by
saying that I see it as a case of mutual enslavement. They may be in our
"power", but in return we have to feed them, house them, clean up after
them, train them, nurse them, take them for walks and to the vet, and
sometimes stay home and not travel because of them. If that's not slavery,
albeit willing slavery, what is?

As a spay/neuter advocate, I'm intrigued by her suggestion of vasectomy
rather than castration for male dogs (although it's not clear whether she
chose vasectomy for any of her dogs). It would be more costly than
castration because the surgery is more precise and not many veterinarians
perform it. It would also be a harder sell to those dog guardians who have
limited funds to begin with. A lot of the reasons we castrate male dogs are
for human convenience--so they don't do as much marking, fighting,
roaming, and attempting to mate (with both canines and humans)--all of
which generally makes life harder for people, not dogs. The only valid reason
for taking away a dog's masculinity is to control the overpopulation problem
and prevent the tragedies of homelessness and euthanasia. But there is no
question that the option of vasectomy would be more humane.

Read this book. - A. Baxter

The Social Lives of Dogs
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 Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog
Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, Longer Life   NEW! 
By Dr. Nancy Kay
Trafalger Square, 2008, 388 pp., $19.95

If you live with a dog, you need this book. It’s as
simple as that. If possible, read this before you

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=as2&path=ASIN/0743422368&tag=petroglyphs-20&camp=1789&creative=9325


PETroglyphs -- THE SCOOP ON ANIMAL BOOKS

http://www.petroglyphsnm.org/reviews.html[5/3/2009 4:41:41 PM]

even get a dog. Dr. Kay uses her 20+ years of
experience as a veterinarian to help you be the
perfect advocate for your dog when you speak to a
veterinarian and her staff. This how-to book leads
you through the confusing world of veterinary
medicine with expertise, humor and warmth. She
writes in a conversational style that draws you in

and makes you wish you lived near her clinic. 

The relationship you establish with your veterinarian is as important to your
dog as your own relationship with your doctor is to you. This book gives you
the questions to ask of a veterinarian and her staff, tells you what to look for
in a veterinary clinic and what you need to tell the vet about your life and
your dog’s. Dr. Kay explains which tests and vaccinations your dog needs at
different stages of his life. She gives you a guided tour through a modern
veterinary clinic illustrating various high-tech diagnostic equipment, scanners,
advanced surgical techniques and rehabilitation options available to help your
dog. She discusses costs for various procedures and treatments and
whether there are more economical options. 

She answers the questions a dog owner has about when to see the
veterinarian. Should you see the veterinarian immediately or can you wait a
day to see whether your dog improves? When should you get a second
opinion and where can you get one? How do you know when your dog is
ready to say good-bye? You will feel much more comfortable dealing with
these questions after you hear her common sense advice.

Dr. Kay has a whole chapter on cancer, the treatments, the options and
when you should let your dog go. A diagnosis of cancer will be given to one
in three of our dogs as they live longer and veterinarians have better
diagnostic methods. It is important to understand the options you and your
dog have and what is involved in various forms of treatment. She explains
this in great detail by discussing canine cancers, the medical terminology
that goes with any cancer treatment, symptoms and what outcomes to
expect. 

Her appendix, sidebar charts, tips and “secrets for success” alone are good
reasons to have this book. She presents common symptoms and questions
you should ask your vet when your dog shows symptoms. She gives lists of
common diseases and the questions that you should ask about them. Her
quick reference information is excellent.

Dr. Kay is a board certified specialist in the American College of Veterinary
Internal Medicine. She is an owner and staff internist at the Animal Care
Center, a 24-hour emergency/specialty care center in Rohnert Park, CA.
Recently she was awarded the American Animal Hospital Association 2009
Hill’s Animal Welfare and Humane Ethics Award.

I can’t recommend this book highly enough. It should be on the shelf of
every dog lover to help you be the best advocate your dog could ever want
or need. Four paws up for Dr. Nancy Kay. I hope we see many more books
from her. -N. Marano

Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy,
Healthy, Longer Life
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