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LET’S BARK! I'T°S SPRING!

Devoted dog moms
and dads can
interpret every
bark, ear twitch,
hard stare,

expectant look
fmm the dog that
shares their life.

ELCOME, spring!

Birds LI‘LLL']} and Lhﬂ'\t‘!

at first lght, Our
d:u.l.b- Vivien and Gabriel, ap-
plaud daylight-saving time; bird
patrod and deer-wateh vigilance
start early,

We forpt to close the bed-
rosm blinds before we went to
bed. Vivien commences hurling
herself into the front windows,
eaper to run outslde and patrol
her fence line

s we wonder what mischief
has riled watchdog Vivien to
fever pitch? Do we ask ourselves
what could drive ber to slam her
shoulder with the foree of a
catapulting linebacker into the
bedroom window?

Mo, We instantly recognize
her maniacal “Let me go outside!™
greeting to spring. We heap
blame upon the grizeled head
of the dastardly squirrel, boldly
leaping onto Vivien's much-
watched hird feeder.

Gabrlel, our big-headed, big-
hearted springer v, who at
lights-out curled
into a8 unohtru-
slwve a fur ball as
one §o-poind
dog can curl, has
mysteriously
crept up to lay his
head an my pil-
lowr while 1 »

He raises his
heavy, square
spaniel muzzle to
look with bored
indifference at
his bouncing,
boweel slster.

After a briel
glance out the
window, and with a little sigh,
Gabirlel drops his muezle
straight down over my eyes, as if
to implore, .{amrr the beardie
hehind the curtains™

READING YOUR DOG

Dog class teachers advise that
a key to training vour dog to be
wour partmer is to “learn to read
wour dog." How do you read your
dog? Analyze behavior patterms
in his actions, take note of eve
movements, consider vour dog's
wery varled vocallzatlons and

tail

FREDERICKSBURG, VA,

AGILITY SHOW: The United States Dog Agility Association’s Spring Festival of
o Agility competition will be held today and tomorrow from 8 am. until findsh at the
redericksburg Field House, 1411 Shannen Park Drive, Predericksburg, Dogs, mixed breed and
urebred, must be preregistered to compete. Spectators welcome, but no unregistered dogs. For
details, visit usdaacom,
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for bearded collie Wivien

THE FREE LANCE-STAR

A waalk by a river in spring's early light starts the day
Ferrell-Campbell,

note his reactions to new sia-
tions,

Have you ever heard a dog
person describe a dog in his life
as a “heart dog™ or “soul mate™?
Those dog moms and dads
developed deep relationships
and sensitive communication
with the dogs they have studled
and learned to read.

If wou want your dog to Hsten
to yvoul, voul must first learn o
listen to vour dog. Devoted dog
meoims and dads can interpret
every hark, ear twitch, hard
stare, tall droop and expectant
lonk from the dog that shares
their life,

IS A SIGH JUST A SIGH?

An astute dog owner easily
recognizes the si t means:
“¥ou've been home a full five
minutes! Did vou forget this
is my dinnertinme?”

If vour dog sleeps in a crale
bheside your hed, you know the
precise sound of clreling, serab-
bling noises at 3 a.m. that showt:
“Have to poop! Have to poop
mow!™

Owmers of frail, older dogs
are sengitive to the speed and
velocity af their old canine
darlings' breathing. You can't
say how you know to wake with
a jolt and lay a hopeful hand on
wour canlne's gerlatrie chest,

afrald he has stopped breathing:
v just know,

‘SPEAKING FOR SPOT

Wie serutinkze every nuance
of communication received from
our canine friends. The feelings
of love well-returned and the
deep connection we develop
to pur dog family members 1= a
rond that brings decp feelings of
helonging and satisfies a longing
to e cherished.

Developing human-to-canine
and canine-to-human comm-
nication skills changes our rela-
tionship from “Hover's just a
dog® to “Let me Introdece yvou
to our family member Rover.”

Learning to speak for our dog,
to e his caregiver, trainer and
companion, is a mapor accom-
plishment toward developing a
deep, lifelong bond. Dog people
just know when trouble is
hrewing. A major rﬂplm:llhility
of dog ownership is to learn
to I'E.'I.i:l and translate vour dog's
needs to your veterinarian.

In her sward-winning, best-
selling hook, =Speaking for Spoit:
Be the Advocate Your Dog Meeds
to Live a Happy, Healthy Longer
Life,” Dr. Mancy Kay shares life-
protecting advice, urging pet
owners o communicate apenly
with their veterinarian.

In her “10 Commandments of

13

Veterinary Office Visits,” Dr.
Kaw's Seventh Commandment
urges: “Thow shalt share thy
concerns. Most veterinarians do
what they do because they
appreciate how much dogs mean
o their humans. Whao better,
then, to empathize with you? To
hilp vou, your vel needs you to
tell her your particular worries
and concerns.”

Kav's ook ks 3 page-turmer;
a curl-up-on-the-sola-and-
read delight for any pet owner
whao says, =1 am willlng to do
anything humanly possible to
give my pet the longest, best-
cared-for, happy life”

alsa writes a weekly

newsletier, “Spol Speaks™ that
discusses pet health insights
for developing the best relation-
ships between humans and their
pets. Subseriptions to the online
newsletler are free al speaking
forspot.com. Review past issues
af “Spot Speaks”™ at Dy, Kay's
ﬁxﬁlupeahh@jmpul.m

If vou buy one dog hook this
vear, “Speaking for Spot ™ should
be the one vou part with your
hard-carmed cash to enjoy. To
keep vour dog healthler and
feeling like waking vou al the
crack of dawm, “Speaking for
Spat™ will ghee vou communica-
tion skills that mav make vour
next visit to your veterinarian
“aha’™ moment for better
health.

Get help to describe indelicate
canine maladies like “scoobing™
and "flatulence’; learn to de-
scribe hard-to-describe symp-
toms like “panting™ and “lethar-
e

This is a book that will school
vou to obtain the very hest
hzalih care vou can for vour pet.
Resolve to spend several after-
noans lying around the baclovard
reading with vour dog.

May you always have a dog
ready to bark to alert yvou to the
coming of spring,

Dhey Marners and Olwdidnce E- ™
el hreslanceas.com,
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